g

LearningLink
J of Delaware

'ommunities & Schools September 2009

In This Issue

Introducing LLOD.

DPLI Project Highlight: The Village

Learning Center

DPLI Class of 2009

Quick Links

AAA Math

Academic Games

Cool Math

Department of Education
Figure This

Giant Campus

Kids Hub

Math Cats

Math Connect

Math Forum

Math League

Reading is Fundamental
Reading Rockets

Read Write Think

Tutor

Supplemental Education Services

Vision 2015

Introducing the Learning Link!
Welcome to the first Learning Link of Delaware (LLOD) Newsletter!

The Learning Link of Delaware offers research-based School Partnership
Services that includes a range of training and technical assistance activities
that build the capacity of schools to create achievement-focused school
climates, including the following:

Comprehensive Planning - Customized two year long assistance that
supports school-based staff, paraprofessionals, and parent leaders in
developing an academically focused involvement plan. Learning Link of
Delaware uses a research based 5-step process that includes individual
consultations for school staff and parent leaders.

* Interactive Workshops - Practical information for parents on topics
that include a unique follow-up component to ensure participants are
applying skills and using resources. Topics include the following:

o School Transitions — Before the 1°' Bell Rings, Mastering
the Middle — Making middle school a success, Charting your
Course — Preparing for high school & beyond

o Federal Mandates — Understanding Student Data, IEP & IIP
— Know your rights AND responsibilities, Navigating the
public education system

o Advocacy — Leading with Purpose - working with school
leaders and staff, Effective Parent Teacher Conferences -
Get answers and see results, Learning Styles — How
students learn differently, Cracking the Student Code of
Conduct — 10 things every parent should know

* Professional Development — Facilitated by experienced teachers,
incorporates conflict resolution skills, strategies to improve teacher’s
ability to increase parents support within the home. In addition,
customized training is available in the areas of Title 1 and English
Language Learners (ELL)
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DPLI Class of 2009! ~—

The Delaware Parent Leadership Institute (DPLI) Class of 2009 began their
training sessions in August. They will complete 60 hours of training and
graduate on Sunday October 25, 2009; the keynote address will be delivered
by Delaware Secretary of Education Lillian Lowery. The following article
highlights a DPLI graduate’s school project!
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The  Village Learning
Center was established in
January of 2009 by DPLI
Graduate Chandra Pitts.
This afterschool program is
based on her DPLI project
“Giants & Geniuses!” In
less than one year, this
model was used to build
the largest and most
recognized Supplemental
Education Services
Program in Delaware’s

Christina School District. First implemented at Pulaski Elementary School
during the 2007-2008 school year, the model provided mentoring and tutoring
in Math, English Language Arts and Reading to 247 students. Chandra’s
DPLI project model has proven successful in increasing academic
achievement specifically in English Language Learners, underachieving
students and students from low income families.

As Founder and Executive
Director of One Village Alliance,
Chandra now leads a team of
highly qualified education
professionals collectively
possessing over 70 years of
experience  bringing  proven
methods, best practices and
common sense approaches to
learning. In line with the key
principles of DPLI, The
Village Learning Center is based on scientific research and involves
parents, tutors, mentors and school staff. The Village Learning Center
is outcome oriented with a strong focus on positively impacting student
achievement as well as increasing parent involvement.

Since graduating from DPLI, Chandra and her team have secured federal,
state and local support to help take their impact in education to the next level.
The Village Learning Center has received statewide recognition as an
Approved Supplemental Education Services Provider. It will operate as an
after school program providing onsite services to students in 7 Delaware
schools at no cost to families. To find out more information or to get involved
you may contact Chandra personally at wwww.iamthevillage.org. “Together
we are The Village!”


http://www.whitehouse.gov/issues/Education
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Homework Tips

http://www.childdevelopmentinfo.com/learning/studytips.shtml

Turn off the TV set. Make a house rule, depending on the location of the set,
that when it is study time, it is "no TV" time.

What about the radio? Should it be on or off? Contrary to what many
specialists say, some youngsters do seem to function all right with the radio
turned on to a favorite music station.

Designate specific areas for homework and studying. Possibilities include
the child's room or the kitchen or dining room table. Eliminate as much
distraction as possible.

Organize study and homework projects. Get a large calendar, one that
allows space for jotting down things in the daily boxes. This will serve as a
reminder so that things aren't set aside until the last dangerous moment.

Teach your child that studying is more than just doing homework
assignments. Encourage your child to do things like: take notes as he's

reading a chapter , learn to skim material, learn to study tables and charts,
learn to summarize what he has read in his own words, learn to make his
own flashcards for quick review of dates, formulas, spelling words, et cetera

Note-taking is a critical skill and should be developed. Many students
don't know how to take notes in those classes that require them. Some feel
they have to write down every word the teacher says. Others have wisely
realized the value of an outline form of note-taking.

Help your child to feel confident for tests. Taking tests can be a traumatic
experience for some students. Explain to your child that burning the midnight
oil (cramming) the night before a test is not productive. Better to get a good
night's sleep.

During a homework session, watch for signs of frustration. No learning
can take place and little can be accomplished if the child is angry or upset
over an assignment that is too long or too difficult. At such times the parent
may have to step in and simply halt the homework for that night, offering to
write a note to the teacher explaining the situation and perhaps requesting a
conference to discuss the quality and length of homework assignments.


http://www.childdevelopmentinfo.com/learning/studytips.shtml

